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SUB J : PRESS ALLEGATIONS THAT RHODESIAN SECURITY FORCES 
RESPONSIBLE FOR MURDER OF MISSIONARIES. 

SUMMARY: GOVERNMENT-OWNED DAILY MAIL MARCH 14 CARRIED TWO 
FRONT PAGE STORIES AND AN EDITORIAL ALL ASSIGNING RESPON- 
ISBILITY FOR THE RECENT MISSIONARY SLAYINGS IN RHODESIA 
TO THE RHODESIAN SECURITY FORCES. DAVID MARTIN IN AN 
ARTICLE PRESENTS HIS FINDINGS FROM RECENT TELEPHONE 
CONVERSATIONS WITH RELIGIOUS SOURCES IN RHODESIA. THERE 
IS A REUTERS ACCOUNT OF THE STORY OF GORDON THOMAS WOOD, 
WHICH APPEARED IN THE MARCH 13 LONDON PRESS ACCUSING 
THE SELOUS SCOUTS OF THE MURDERS AT ST. PAUL'S MISSION. 
EDITORIAL RECOUNTS ITS EARLIER EXPRESSION OF DOUBT 
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ABOUT THE RHODESIAN GOVERNMENT CLAIMS THE MISSIONARIES 
WERE KILLED BY LIBERATION FIGHTERS AND CITES CURRENT 
PRESS STORIES AS ILLUSTRATING THAT THE FULL STORY OF 
THE SLAYINGS IS GRADUALLY COMING INTO THE OPEN. 

END SUMMARY. 

1 . IN A SPECIAL ARTICLE TO THE MAIL, DAVID MARTIN OF THE 
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OBSERVER, SETS OUT THE REPLIES HE RECEIVED FROM TELEPHONE 
INQUIRIES TO RELIGIOUS GROUPS AND REPRESENTATIVES IN RHODESIA 
LAST WEEK. IN SUM, THESE RESPONSES ARE NOT CATEGORICAL STATEMENTS 
THAT RHODESIAN SECURITY FORCES WERE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE KILLINGS 
OF MISSIONARIES, BUT RATHER EXPRESSIONS OF SKEPTICISM ABOUT THE 
REGIME S STORY THAT THE LIBERATION FIGHTERS WERE RESPONSIBLE. 
MARTIN'S SOURCES ENCOURAGE HIM TO PURSUE THE STORY. ARTICLE 
INFERS THAT SELOUS SCOUTS ARE RESPONSIBLE AND QUESTIONS WHY THE 
NATIONALISTS, WHO HAVE THE SYMPATHY OF MANY OF THE RELIGIOUS 
GROUPS, WOULD KILL THEIR SUPPORTERS. MARTIN WRITES THAT THE 
RHODESIAN SECURITY FORCES ARE MOUNTING A PUBLIC RELATIONS 
CAMPAIGN TO REBUT CHARGES THEY ARE RESPONSIBLE. SET AGAINST 
THE CURRENT COMMANDER OF THE SELOUS SCOUTS’ BENIAL THAT THE 
SCOUTS POSE AS NATIONALISTS, MARTIN RECALLS THAT FIFTEEN 
MONTHS AGO A SENIOR RHODESIAN ARMY OFFICIAL TOLD HIM THAT THE 
SCOUTS DID OPERATE AS "PSUEDO GANGS". 

2. IN THE REUTERS ACCOUNT OF A MARCH 13 LONDON SUNDAY PEOPLE 
STORY, GORDON THOMAS WOOD, A FORMER RHODESIAN 

SOLDIER IS REPORTED TO HAVE SAID THAT HE HAD PROOF THE 
SELOUS SCOUTS WERE RESPONSIBLE FOR KILLING MISSIONARIES. 

3. DAILY MAIL EDITORIAL RECALLS ITS EARLIER WARNING 

THAT THE PUBLIC SHOULD NOT BE TAKEN IN BY THE SMITH GOVERNMENT'S 
LINKING OF THE FREEDOM FIGHTERS WITH THE MURDERS OF MISSIONARIES. 
EDITORIAL OBSERVES IT HAS BEEN OBVIOUS THAT THE SELOUS SCOUTS 
WERE RESPONSIBLE FOR KILLING THE MISSIONARIES. THIS IS 
SLOWLY COMING INTO THE OPEN AND CITES THE ARTICLES IN PARAS 
1 AND 2 AS EVIDENCE OF THIS. NOW THAT THE WORLD IS INTERESTED 
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IN THE TRUE IDENTITY OF THE MURDERERS THE EDITORIAL EXPECTS 
THAT IT MAY NOT BE LONG BEFORE THE CATHOLIC CHURCH IN 
RHODESIA DISCLOSES EVERYTHING IN A STATEMENT IT HAS BEEN 
HOLDING FOR WEEKS. THESE DISCLOSURES WILL BE IMPORTANT BECAUSE 
THEY WILL CONVINCE THOSE WHO DOUBT SMITH’S CAPACITY TO ORDER 
AND CARRY OUT ATROCITIES. LOW 
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